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Mars Polar Lander/Deep Space 2
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Mars Polar Lander was an ambitious mission to set a spacecraft down on the frigid terrain near the edge of Mars' south polar cap and dig for water ice with a robotic arm. Piggybacking on the lander were two small probes called Deep Space 2 designed to impact the Martian surface to test new technologies.


Mars Polar Lander and Deep Space 2 were lost at arrival December 3, 1999.
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Mars Polar Lander/Deep Space 2


MISSION TYPE

Lander/Probe


LAUNCH

January 3, 1999 UTC


LAUNCH VEHICLE

Delta II


LAUNCH LOCATION

Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Florida


END OF MISSION

December 3, 1999. Lost on arrival.
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NASA has proven powered, controlled flight is possible on other worlds, just as the Wright brothers proved it was possible on Earth.
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After Three Years on Mars, NASA's Ingenuity Helicopter Mission Ends











The agency established the board in May 2023 to evaluate the technical, cost, and schedule plans prior to confirmation of the mission’s design.
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NASA Releases Independent Review's Mars Sample Return Report











A pair of quakes in 2021 sent seismic waves deep into the Red Planet’s core, giving scientists the best data yet on its size and composition. 
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NASA InSight Study Provides Clearest Look Ever at Martian Core











Ten sample tubes, capturing an amazing variety of Martian geology, have been deposited on Mars’ surface so they could be studied on Earth in the future.
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NASA's Perseverance Rover Completes Mars Sample Depot











Filled with rock, the sample tube will be one of 10 forming a depot of tubes that could be considered for a journey to Earth by the Mars Sample Return campaign.
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NASA's Perseverance Rover Deposits First Sample on Mars Surface 











The mission has concluded that the solar-powered lander has run out of energy after more than four years on the Red Planet.
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NASA Retires InSight Mars Lander Mission After Years of Science
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